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January 3 1.2006 

Ms. Selica Potter, Acting Clcrk to thc Board 
State Watcr Resources Conaol Board 
Executive Office 
1001 I Street, 24Ih Floor 
Sacranlento. CA 958 14 

Re: Proposed Sectiun 303(d) Listing ofllef Vaiie Reservo 
Mercury attd Pulychlorinuted Biphenyls 

Dear Ms. Potter: 

Zone 7 hnq reviewed the State Water Jtesources Control Board's (Slate Board's) September 2005 
I)KAFT stag report recomn~ending Revisions of the Clem Water Act Section 303(d) List of Watcr 
Quillity 1,irnited Segments. &ne 7 has& following comments on the proposed listing of the T)cl 
Vdle Reservoir as an impa id  water body for mercury and polychlorinated biphenyls (13CE3s). 

By way of backgtound, ihe Del Valle Reservoir is owned and oprited by the California Dvarhnent 
of Water Resources (DWK), in which State Water Project (SWP) water firom the South Bay Aqueduct 
(SRA) is stored along with captzwed local mafr '  to serve the three SRA cotitxtictors: Zone 7 Water 
Agency, Alametia County Watw District and the Santa Clam Vallcy Water District. The reservoir is 
operated both as a drinking water supply source and far flood control purposes. Storage operations 
are complicated by the flood control requirements imposed by the US A m y  Corps of Engineers. 

Per the exi~ing 2002 303(4) list, there are c m n t l y  no mscrvoirs hat are a part of the S W  nctwclrk 
listed as an impaired water body. Listing his reservoir as an impaired water body for mercurj and 
PCBs could potentidly have implications both on 13WR's operation5 as well as on the public's 
perception of the water quality of their drinking water supply source. Although the proposed listing is 
based on fish tissue sampling, there is a potenrial for the public to perceive their drinking water source 
as eontmimttcd ft~r these wm2itucnts. The= is historical water quality &&a available indicating that , 
no mercury or PCBs have heen. detected in this reservoir. In addition, based on existing watershed 
studies and monitoring data, thcre are no identifiable sourccs for cither mercury or PCBs in this water 
body. 

'The proposal listing is bawd solely on fish tissue mnples collected in April 2001. Catfish and . 
lmgc~no~tth bass were found to exceed the'mmury guideline, while catfish alone was found to exceed 
the PCB guidelines. The Fat Ray Rcgional Park District (ERRPD) stocks flel Viille Reservoir wit11 
bothatfish and largemouth bass for m~at iond puIposes. 70% of the stocking is done with small 
fish (approximately one-pound sirs) and the ~maining 30% consis& of "phy sixe'fish. In our 
opinion, uring a smdl  ample of stocked fish (many of which we trfmady "trophy s i x )  as the sole 
indicator of the "iimpainnent" of the waterxbody is questioz~ble baed 0x1 presently available facts. 


